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Understanding H1N1 
BY HANNAH CARLOS 
 
   Swine flu is everywhere it seems, even in 
bathroom stalls. Hand sanitizer dispensers 
have been strategically placed around our 
school and a confinement room has been 
set up in case of an outbreak. It all seems a 
bit ominous but these precautions are nec-
essary with the beginning of the school 
year and the temperature dropping. “The 
H1N1 risk was up at the beginning of the 
BFA school year and is up again today 
(September 21) with the start of the Ger-
man school year. If we don’t see any cases 
in the next two weeks we’ll consider our-
selves pretty much in the clear,” said Leigh 
Bowen, head school nurse. “However, the 
confinement room will be in place all year 
with a contingency office set up in case of 
an outbreak.” Key to keeping the school 
healthy is understanding the guidelines for when someone is considered infected. 
The official guidelines for when a student should be quarantined are when that 
person has a fever of 38 degrees Celsius or higher and any two of the following 
symptoms: cough, sore throat, muscle or joint aching, headache, blocked or 
runny nose, vomiting, or diarrhea. “If you have those symptoms, come to the out-
side door of the nurse’s nook and ring the doorbell,” Mrs. Bowen concludes with 
a smile. “There will be TV, a DVD player, and wi-fi for students in confine-
ment.”             
   H1N1 first emerged in Mexico last spring and has since spread to the United 
States and then elsewhere. Thus far, one million Americans have been infected 
with the flu and 556 have died. Unlike seasonal influenza, which most commonly 
infects young children and the elderly, swine flu has hit children over the age of 
five and young adults hardest. This is because of school-age children’s lack of 
immunity to similar viruses and the high exposure level at schools. It is because 
of this that health officials are giving children and their guardians priority when a 
vaccine becomes available.  
   H1N1 vaccines are underway and predicted to be available to the public by 
mid-October. Hitting close to home for BFA students is the work of Novartis, a 
pharmaceuticals company based in Switzerland, on producing their first batch of 
an experimental H1N1 vaccine. The company announced the supply would soon 
be ready for testing in light of the World Health Organization declaring H1N1 a 
pandemic. The vaccine underway in Novartis’s plant in Marburg, Germany is 
unique in that it is made in cells rather than grown in eggs like a typical vaccine. 
Another plant is currently being built in Holly Springs, North Carolina in order to 
meet the demand for the vaccine when it is released.   
   In order to prevent contact with H1N1, health officials say to use common 
sense. Washing hands frequently, avoiding sharing food and drink with sick peo-
ple, and getting plenty of rest are all ways to stay healthy. Another option is the 
Pandemic Emergency Defense System from the New Jersey-based company, Flu 
Armour. The set costs $69 and includes 20 masks, 50 pairs of gloves, 1 pair of 
industrial strength goggles, a tub of germicidal disinfectant clothes, antimicrobial 
hand wipes, and 1 paper jumpsuit. Its stylish aspects aside, that may be a little 
overkill.  
 
Sources: Ariel Kaminer, NEW YORK TIMES, Rob Stein, WASHINGTON POST, USATODAY 

Ethics meets 
seafood 
BY BRANDON PORTER 
 
   What has bug-eyes, a long sinuous 
tail, lives about a half a mile below the 
surface of the ocean, and grows to be 
about four feet long? One more clue: it 
is also found in sushi, the Filet O’ Fish 
sandwich, and fish sticks. The answer is 
the hoki, a fish that is mass fished off  
the coast of New Zealand. However, 
once this ugly fish reaches the plate, all 
it is, is fish. 
   The fishing industry is continually 
searching for new sources to appease 
the world’s appetite for seafood. In the 
process they are faced with several is-
sues. The demand for seafood strains 
the stability of aquatic ecosystems. Poor 
fishing methods drive several species 
towards extinction and in the process 
endanger other creatures. Irresponsible 
management depletes the population 
without considering its ability to return. 
Several organizations have taken steps 
towards these problems, but if the issue 
is not rectified, the fishing industry 
could run dry by 2048. 
   Therefore the choices for seafood 
connoisseurs have become more 
difficult. It has fallen upon the 
conscientious consumer to consider 
these problems in their purchases. 
Many consumers already question 
whether or not the fish they are buying 
has been sustainably fished. In other 
words, they want to know if the fish has 
been farmed in a fishery that maintains 
the population of the species. An other 
question involves the method of fishing 
such as the danger that it poses towards 
other animals.  

See FISH on page 4 
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Halo film set for 
2012 release 
BY JONATHAN PRUDEK 
 

   Almost everyone who has made it a point to be acquainted with contemporary 
forms of entertainment for adolescents (i.e. video games), is likely to have heard of 
the popular series known as Halo. Halo is a science fiction video game franchise 
created by Bungie and owned and published by Microsoft Game Studios. The main 
trilogy of games center on the experiences of the Master Chief, a cybernetically-
enhanced human super-soldier, and his artificial intelligence (AI) companion, 
Cortana. The Master Chief aids future humanity in battling the Covenant, a 
theocratic alliance of alien races. In this science fiction setting, the term "Halo" 
refers to Halo megastructures: large, habitable ringed structures, similar to Larry 
Niven's ringworlds. 
    Strong sales of the games have led to the franchise's expansion to other 
mediums; there are five best selling novels, two graphic novels, and other licensed 
products. The cultural impact of the Halo series has been compared by writer Brian 
Bendis to that of Star Wars.  
   The result of such success within the video game industry often results in the pro-
duction of a film. However, when the film version of Halo began to be made in 
2005, production delays led to the collapse of the project. Peter Jackson, the execu-
tive producer of the film, allowed the projected director—Neill Blomkamp—free 
reign in choosing a new project. This led to District 9, a film based on the short 
film Alive in Joburg (2005), which depicts in a documentary-style the struggles of 
social interaction between aliens and inhabitants of Johannesburg ("Joburg"), South 
Africa. Blomkamp also received three Clio Awards and a Visual Effects Society 
Award for his television commercial Citroen-Alive with Technology. With the 
recent success of Blomkamp’s District 9 as a catalyst, production of the Halo film 
has been restarted.  
   As a result of Jackson’s work on the 
Halo film in 2005, most of the pre-
production has already been done at the 
Weta Digital and Weta Workshop visual 
effects studios in New Zealand. Rumors 
have sprung up that Denzel Washington 
will be playing the protagonist, Master 
Chief. This rumor is coming after the 
Associated Press reported that 
Washington had met with Peter Jackson 
in New Zealand. Stuart Beattie, who 
wrote the script for the recent film G.I. 
Joe, has written the script for the film, 
which reportedly “blew away” Stephen 
Spielberg. There is no official trailer for 
the Halo film, but there are three live 
action short films created by Blomkamp, 
Halo’s director, which have been 
advertisements for the Halo 3 video 
game. These short films are rumored to 
be test footage for the Halo movie, using 

the actual props and special 
effects that will be used in the 
final film. These short films 
can be found for free, high 
definition download, on Xbox 
Live and can also be watched 
on YouTube.com. The 
prospective release date for the 
film is 2012. 
 
Sources: www.imdb.com, www.
halothemovie.org 

New quarters rolling out 
 

   The U.S. Mint has decided on new 
backs for quarters.   In order to promote 
the National Parks and Sites of the 
United States, the quarters will feature 
these 56 sites.  George Washington will 
remain on the front of each of the coins. 
   These new coins are being called  
“America the Beautiful” quarters.  The 
first five will be issued in 2010.   
   The first park to receive a federal 
designation will be the first one 
issued—Hot Springs National Park in 
Arkansas designated in 1832.  One of 
America’s most famous national parks, 
Yellowstone in Wyoming, will be the 
second one.  It became a national park 
in 1872.  The last park to receive a 
federal designation is Tuskegee Airmen 
National Historic Sight in 1998.  Its 
quarter will be issued in 2021—the 
only one for that year.    
   Many of the most famous are among 
the oldest national parks: Yosemite in 
California, 1890, the Grand Canyon in 
Arizona, 1893, the Great Smoky 
Mountains in Tennessee, 1926. 
   According to United States Mint 
Director Ed Moy, “The designs will 
help reinvigorate interest in our national 
parks, forests, fish and wildlife refuges, 
and other national sites, as well as 
educate the public about their 
importance to us and our history.” 

Readers: 
   If you have visited one of 
the United States’ National 
Parks and would like to tell 
the Chronicle about the 
experience—or just even 
which one is your favorite 
and why, please send the 
information to  
bfachronicle@gmail.com 
 

Thanks, the Staff 

To contact the Chronicle, use our 
mailbox # 396 (student mailbox area)  or 
send comments to our e-mail:   
bfachronicle@gmail.com 
If there is no credit given to a photo, it 
was taken by the Chronicle staff or BFA 
staff accessed from a place such as the 
web site. 
Information in the “Busy as a bee” 
section is gathered from those involved in 
the activities or written announcements 
as well as staff and students. 

the Chronicle  
 
Staff advisor: Betsy Salt 
Staff writers:  Hannah  
Carlos, Hannah Gibbons, 
Brandon Porter, Jonathan Prudek 

  C 

   Fort McHenry National Monument and 
Historic Shrine (above) is near Baltimore, 
MD. It was designated in 1925.  Its quarter 
will come out in 2013.  Fort McHenry is 
the birthplace of the U.S. National Anthem, 
written by Francis Scott Key during the 
War of 1812.   
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1         Elizabeth Kronk  
2         John Armstrong 
2         Haelee Kim  
2         Mikala Pelton  
4         Philip Bennetch 
8         Philip Boettcher  
8         Jordan Manley  
9         Jae Eun Park,  
10       Theo Baart  
10       Victor Baart  
10       Jonathan Schmidt  
13       Emily Neuharth  
14       Alexander Peters  
16       Isaac Anderson 
16       Samuel Lee 
16       Andrew Pepe 
18       Benjamin Pineda 
23       Helen Aderholdt 
25       Lydia Bell  
26       Christopher Lockwood 
27       Hee-Un "Timothy"
           Ahn 
28       Deborah Fowler  
29       Daniel Burnell 
29       Hannah Park  
30       Niall Paterson 

BFA is busy as a bumble bee  
 

Rome awaits the seniors.  The senior trip to Rome, Venice, and Florence begins on Thursday eve-
ning, October 1 and ends with their return on Friday, October 9.   
 

On Thursday evening October 1, the junior class leaves for a four day weekend trip to Normandy.  
On Friday, October 2, the sophomores will go to Natzweiler-Struthof Concentration Camp near 
Natzweiler, France and the freshman will go to the World War I trenches near Cernay, France. 
 

High School Class Parties will take place on October 16.  The class officers are planning special 
events for their classes.  Listen for further announcements. 
 

Middle School parties take place on October 9. 
 

Ready or not the end of the first quarter is October 20! 
 
 

There are no classes on Friday, October 30.  BFA is having a fall break.  
Herbstmesse is the evening before. 
 
BFA’s yearbooks, available in the library and JB 10, provide pictures and comments of these events as 
they have taken place in past years. 
 

Herbstmesse 
    About 4:00 Thursday eve-

ning, October 29, the BFA middle 
and high school students and staff 
will take off for Basel and 
Herbstmesse—to ride the bumper 
cars as well as enjoy the rest of the 
fair. 
   This traditional fair goes back to 
the Middle Ages, about 1471, when 
Emperor Frederick III granted Basel 
the privilege of this fair.  It is the 
oldest annual fair in Switzerland.   
   This year the fair starts on October 
24 and concludes on November 8.  
Carnival rides, food vendors, and 
games take place in several sections 
of the city.  There is no “entrance” 

fee.   
   As a note of 
interest for 
next year 
when Novem-
ber 1 is a 

Monday, the Swiss canton of Basel 
Land is protestant and does not 
“close” on All Saints Day.  BFA is 
closed on November 1 since Baden-
Württemberg is a Catholic state.  
This makes November 1 a 
great day to go to 
Herbstmesse as a family or 
even to Basel for shopping. 

6         Danielle Storrs 
9      Tommy Bresson 
11      Joan Howe 
14      Gail Palski 
15      Bonnie Spallinger 
17       Heather Powers 
22      Rob Shuman 
24      Joe Stebner 
29      Jill Musick 
30      Francis Guy 
30      Peter Olson 
30       Karen Giebink 

On October 25, turn your 
clocks back.  Daylight time 
ends in Germany on that date. 
Daylight time ends on No-
vember 1 in the United States.  
(This can confuse calling 
times to and from the United 
States for a week.) 

Birthdays are listed daily on Syca-
more, also 

  

Students 

Staff 
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Seniors 
 

Senior surveys were in 
your mail boxes Septem-
ber 3!  So far we have re-
ceived 17.  That’s about 
22%.  Please fill yours 
out (both sides) and re-
turn to box 396 today. 
 
Thanks, the Staff 

 HANNAH   
  Hannah means “grace, favor” 
and is a Hebrew name.   
   In Wittlingen, there are three—
Hannah Carlos and Hanna Lee, 
Hannah Kim, and Hannah Rus-
sell coming in January.  There is 
one Hannah in Palmgarten—
Hannah Gibbons and one in 
Blauen—Hannah Park.  There 
are five home Hannahs—Hannah 
Herrington, Hannah Harrop, 
Hannah Watson, Hannah 
Kraines, and Hannah Robinson.  
These Hannahs range from grade 
3 to 12. 

FISH 
   According to Carl Safina, founding 
president of the Blue Ocean Institute, 
which rates fisheries based on ecologi-
cal impact, about half of the seafood 
that can be found is ecologically sound, 
while the other half  would be best 
avoided. 
   Even though consumers have the 
choice, there is only so much that they 
can do to rectify the issue. Questions 
and careful decisions amount to little if 
they are not accompanied with proper 
legislation. And if the ecologically 
stable seafood is not at the counter, 
those choices cannot be made. The 
consumer wields considerable power in 
the form of money, but if the fisheries 
are not protected, that power loses its 
worth. 
   As it turns out, the sustainable 
choices tend to coincide with the 
healthiest. Smaller fish reproduce faster 
and live longer. They also are lower in 
mercury and other pollutants. They may 
not have the flash value that resides 
with larger fish, but it is one more rea-
son to pursue correct management and 
legislation of fisheries.  
   The consumers may not have the 
power to do much in resolving the 
issue, but they can take the first step. 

As Safina put it, “Do your 
homework – 
carry a wallet 
guide, surf the 
web, hop on 
Facebook – 

before hitting the seafood counter, there 
are good resources at the ready. Care. 
Ask questions. Decide. Repeat. Bon 
appetit.” 

Sources: nytimes.com, roomfordebate.blogs. 

Tennis 
 
   BFA’s tennis finals take place the end of Oc-
tober.  This year’s tennis team consists of 7 
guys and 4 girls. Out of these, only 3 have 
played before. Despite this, at the first match, 
the scores came out 2 wins 2 losses for both 
guys and girls; an encouraging factor in the new season. In light of 
the prospective tournament, Mr. Pelton figures that the team will be 
faced with players that have had a lot of experience, so they probably 
will not do that well. However, he also said that in the end, they will 
just “show up and have fun.” 

  BFA Sports 

Girls volleyball games end on October 29-31 at home!   
The European Championships are November 5-7.  

 

NFL season  started 
   The National Football League has started its season.  Ac-
cording to the Star-Telegram, the Dallas Cowboys have the 
world’s most monstrous video board.  As the season con-
tinues, we can see if this board helps the players to play a 
better game. 
   The cowboy’s game two weeks ago had a crowd of 
105,121.  This is the largest regular-
season crowd for the NFL, but not the 
largest crowd, that was 112,376.  This 
game was in 1994, the Oilers and the 

Cowboys. 
   The Green Bay Packers lost 31-24 to 
the Cincinnati Bengals on Sunday, Sep-
tember 20.   The quarterback, Aaron Rod-
gers was sacked six times.  There were 
70,678 spectators at the game.  According 
to Tom Fanning, Packers.com, , there 
were a lot of problems in the running 
game. 

 

Did you 
know? 
   Between 1990 
and 1999, the name 
“Hannah” ranked in average as # 16 for 
names given to girls in the U.S.  In 
2002, it was # 2.  In BFA this year, 
there are many ”Hannahs” including 
two on the Chronicle staff. 
   In South Dakota and West Virginia it 
was the #2 name in 2006. It is also 
popular in Canada, being in the top 10 
of British Columbia, Alberta, Sas-
katchewan and Ontario. It was in the 
UK top 20, the top 10 of New Zealand, 
and was #7 in Austria. 
   The Greek and Latin version Anna is 
used in the New Testament and was 
traditionally more widely used as a 
Christian name. 
In the last nine years, it ranged from 
#19 in 2001 to #26 in 2008. 
 
Source: http://babynamesworld.parentsconnect.
com/meaning_of_Hannah.html, www.ssa.gov/
cgi-bin/babyname.cgi 
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Erik Higgins 
 
My hidden talent is sleep-
ing in class. 
 

I wish I could control mat-
ter. 
 

One thing I would change 
about myself is my setting. 
 

My favorite childhood 
memory is beating on 
Lizzy. 
 

My pet peeve is babies. 
 

No one knows I had ADD 
as a kid. 
 

One thing I would change at 
BFA is mandatory church 
service. 
 

The quote that best describes me is 
“Maybe I’ll just jerk on you.” (by  Kara Lee) 
 

The ideal date would be Megan Fox. 
 

If I were a side dish, I would be not appetizing because I’m 
skinny. 
 

Joshua Dominguez 
Nickname:   Domino 
 
Any siblings at or graduated from 
BFA?   Amy 
 
My hidden talent is the ability to 
never get in trouble. 
 

I wish I could cause explosions at 
will. 
 

One thing I would change about 
myself is my skin color to black. 
 

My favorite childhood memory is 
my gaming fetish. 
 

My favorite things are people fal-
ling suddenly, impeccable musical talent and Gatorade. 
 

My pet peeve is fat people wearing tight clothes. 
 

My greatest fear is being paralyzed from the waist down. 
 

One thing I would change at BFA is the lack of rock in 
school music shows. 
 

The quote that best describes me is “We do what we do so 
we can do what we want to do.” (by  The Great Debaters) 
 

My favorite food is Southern sweet ice tea, New England 
clam chowder in a bread bowl and a fresh Caesar salad 
with bacon bits. 
 

If I were a side dish, I would be a rice grain because the Ko-
reans need me to survive but always take me for granted. 

Thandazo Ngoma 
nickname: Thandazo Unkulukulu Zion-
Naima Ngoma 
 
My hidden talent is it wouldn’t be hidden any more. 
 

My favorite childhood memory is 
watching movies. 
 

My favorite things are watching 
movies. 
 

My pet peeve is watching bad 
movies. 
 

No one knows I work best at 2 A.
M. 
 

My greatest fear is the dark. 
 

One thing I would change at BFA 
is the movie rule. 
 

The quote that best describes me is, “Imagination is more 
important than knowledge.”  (by  Albert Einstein) 
 

The ideal date would be watching a movie by myself. 
 

My favorite food is popcorn. 
 

My most embarrassing moment was I am never embar-
rassed. 
 

 
Jonathan Guzik 
nickname: Jonny, The Flash 
 
My favorite childhood memory is when I would frolic 
through the fields. 
 

My favorite things are my 
flash costume, my life-size 
Hannah Montana cutout, 
and a little sparkly thing. 
 

No one knows I am a crazy 
man frog. 
 

One thing I would change at 
BFA is escalators instead of 
stairs. 
 

The quote that best describes 
me is 
“I got the job! I got the 
job!”   (by  Little Black 
Book) 
 

If I were a side dish, I would be hot and spicy because that’s 
what I already am anyway! 
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Mr. Tommy Bresson was born in Milwaukee, Wiscon-
sin and has also lived in New Hampshire and Pennsylvania.  
This is his second year as an RA at Sonne. 
 

I wish I could hang out with wild penguins 
 

My favorite childhood memory is spending time with my fam-
ily at the lake. 
 

My pet peeve is being called “Tom.” 
 

My favorite food is apple sauce and lasagna.  Unfortunately 
apple sauce doesn’t go with lasagna but it goes with every-
thing else.  (Apple sauce makes any Sodexho meal magical.)  
 

One thing I would change about myself is my running speed.  
I’m too slow. 
 

If I were a side dish I would be apple sauce  because I would 
make every main dish better. 
 

My greatest fear is living without a purpose. 
 

The one thing I would change at BFA is longevity of the staff. 
 

If I were a dorm student, I’d want to live at Sonne.  Why?
There are always exciting and crazy things happening to the 
dorm that nobody can predict. 

Mr. Vernon “Bo” Bowen was born in Shreveport, 
Louisiana and has lived in several towns in Texas as well as 
Northborough, Massachusetts. This is his second year at BFA 
teaching American Literature.  He is also an assistant girls 
soccer coach. 
 
My hidden talent is writing, quoting any Seinfeld episode, 
preaching. 
 

I wish I could speak every language in the world / eat fried 
food for the rest of my life.  (I could, but it would be short.) 
 

My favorite childhood memory is kicking soccer balls 
against my father’s fence so much that it broke. 
 

My pet peeve is people who vilify those that think differently 
than they do. 
 

My favorite food is fried chicken or beer muffins 
 

One thing I would change about myself is my inability to 
commit to things. 
 

If I were a side dish I would be fried zucchini  because then I 
would achieve complete awesomeness. 
 

My greatest fear is a blood-beaked stork peering in my win-
dow at night. 
 

The one thing I would change at BFA is the fact that I was 
unable to teach Creative Writing this year. 
 

If I were a dorm student, I’d want to live at Wittlingen.  Why? 
Not because I’m creepy, but because the layout is so cool, 
and they would probably keep it cleaner and smelling better 
than Sonne. 

Mr. Tim Boettcher is from Seattle, Washington and has 
lived in the Philippines and France.  He’s worked at BFA for 
seven years teaching French and “punmanship.” 
 
My hidden talent is I can play my nose.  I strum, I don’t pick. 
 

I wish I could speak German, Italian, Spanish, Tagolog, and 
Mandarin. 
 

My favorite childhood memory is going on vacation to the 
mountains in the Philippines where it was actually cool 
enough to wear a sweater. 
 

My favorite food is Cantonese, Filipino, Italian, French, and 
Mexican. 
 

One thing I would change about myself is my capacity to 
learn and remember things. 
 

My greatest fear is to lose my sense of direction. 
 

The one thing I would change at BFA is that every staff mem-
ber would get a month off for Christmas and 11 months in the 
summer. 
 

If I were a dorm student, I’d want to live at HBR.  Why?  Be-
cause they have great dorm parent subs who cook a mean 
breakfast. 

Mr. Chris Bryan was born nearby in Vienna, Austria.  
He’s lived occasionally in the U.S.A.  He’s been at BFA four 
years teaching graphic arts and other computer-related areas 
as well as being the staff advisor for BFA’s yearbook, 
Phases. 
 
My hidden talent is secret. 
 

My favorite childhood memory is baseball with Dad or 
Grandad. 
 

My pet peeve is people taking food without asking. 
 

My favorite food is dependant on the day and location. 
 

One thing I would change about myself is the ability to judge 
time in advance. 
 

If I were a side dish I would be French fries or a salad  be-
cause they go with anything. 
 

My greatest fear is to let fear cripple me. 
 

The one thing I would change at BFA is the dress code rule 
for hats for teachers. 
 

If I were a dorm student, I’d want to live at Palm-Hardt  
Why? Because it is in town and two dorms are close. 

The survey question asking how long a 
staff member was at BFA was ambigu-
ous.  The answer “two” could mean 
that the person was starting his or her 
second year or that he or she had fin-
ished the second year and was starting 
the third.  Since I do not know every-
one, I was not able to make the years 
consistent. 
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Mr. Russ Chasteen is from Waukesha, Wisconsin and 
has lived in: Illinois, Suriname, California, Zaire (or whatever 
it is this week), Ghana, Russia, Afghanistan, and Pakistan! 
He’s been at BFA five years as Network Administrator. 
 
My hidden talent is hum-whistle (Humming and whistling at 
the same time). 
 

I wish I could be 20. 
 

My favorite childhood memory is climbing trees. 
 

My pet peeve is those fat, fuzzy toilet seat covers that don’t 
allow only the lid to open. 
 

My favorite food is any French food that isn’t snails or en-
trails. 
 

One thing I would change about myself is ear hair. 
 

If I were a side dish I would be apple pie because it’s always 
good!  Not flashy, but always good! 
 

My greatest fear is heights. 
 

The one thing I would change at BFA is somebody stick 
around for more than two years. Pleeez! 

Miss Debbie Dower is from New Jersey.  That is where 
she’s lived except for college in Ohio.  She has  been at BFA 
for 18 years.  She works in the Discovery Program and is the 
school psychologist. 
 
My hidden talent is cleaning. 
 

I wish I could waltz. 
 

My favorite childhood memory is vacationing on Cape Cod 
with my family. 
 

My pet peeve is people taking / borrowing things and not re-
turning them. 
 

My favorite food is spaghetti. 
 

The one thing I would change at BFA is being able to have 
long-term Discovery staff. 

Mr. Lee Evans is from San Antonio, Texas.  He has also 
lived in Australia and Tanzania.  He’s been at BFA six years.  
He is the Middle School Chaplain, Student Senate leader, and 
8th grade Bible teacher. 
 
My hidden talent is so hidden that even I do not know what it 
is. 
 

I wish I could play a musical instrument. 
 

My favorite childhood memory is playing hide and seek in 
the dark on summer nights in rural south Texas. 
 

My pet peeve is listening to people whine. 
 

My favorite food is tacos. 
One thing I would change about myself is be more creative. 
 

If I were a side dish I would be watermelon  because it is best 
enjoyed at an outdoor meal. 
 

My greatest fear is drowning. 
 

Mrs. Jan Forman was born in England.  She has lived in 
many countries and continents: U.S.A., Canada, Kenya, Mali, 
Sultanate of Oman, and the UK. 
 
I wish I could instantly learn German. 
 

My favorite childhood memory is having my own horse 
called Amber. 
 

The one thing I would change at BFA is Starbucks coffee bar 
available in the student centre. 
 

If I were a dorm student, I’d want to live at Storkenblick. 
Why? Because our daughter Esther was a Stork chick from 
’94-’97. 
 

Mr. Glenn Frantz was born in West Chester, Pennsyl-
vania.  He’s lived in several states: New York, Colorado, 
New Mexico, and California.  He has been at BFA five years 
and is the Department Head of and teacher of Bible. 
 
My hidden talent is I can walk on my hands. 
 

I wish I could sing like Steve Green or Michael W. Smith. 
 

My favorite childhood memory is riding the roller coaster 
over and over again with my dad. 
 

My pet peeve is students who fall asleep in class. 
 

My favorite food is almost anything my wife makes. 
 

One thing I would change about myself is I would love to be 
more people-oriented. 
 

If I were a dessert I would be chocolate cake because then 
everyone would love me! 
 

My greatest fear is losing my wife or one of my kids. 
 

If I were a dorm student, I’d want to live at “Maugenhard.” 
Why? I would want to live in town where all the action is! 

Mr. Gregg Grano is from Minnesota.  He has also lived 
in Berlin.  This is his first year at BFA as a math teacher. 
 
My hidden talent is my sense of humor. 
 

I wish I could sing on key. 
 

My favorite childhood memory is none of your business. 
 

My pet peeve is cell phones ringing in concerts or church 
services. 
 

My favorite food is Lindt chocolate. 
 

One thing I would change about myself is learn to sing on 
key. 

 



Font switch causes 
a “sad day” 
   After 50 years of iconic Futura type-
face, the Ikea catalogue changed to Ver-
dana.  This simple switch caused a quite 
an unexpected backlash. 
   According to the article by AP writer, 
Stephan Nasstrom, “Verdana was in-
vented by Microsoft for use on a com-
puter screen, not on paper.  Its wide, 
open letter with space between charac-
ters are designed to increase legibility 
on small computer screens.”  Ikea 
needed a font that worked well in print 
and in digital form.  Some complained 
that Verdana was “less elegant” than 
Furtura. 
   According to fonts.com, “Since Ver-
dana was first shipped with Internet Ex-
plorer in 1996, it has become one of the 
most widely specified fonts in Web 
sites around the world.” 
 
Sources: USAToday, AP, fonts.com 

Village Life 
   October 3 is a major German holiday.  
This year it falls on a Saturday, but basi-
cally, stores will be closed.   Kaufring in 
Weil am Rhein is advertising that it will 
be open on October 3 from 13:00-18:00 
for shopping. 
   This day celebrates the 1990 date of the 
five re-established states of the German 
Democratic Republic with the Federal 
Republic of Germany, and of Berlin be-
ing reunited into a single city-state.  In German the day is called Tag der Deutschen 
Einheit, the day of German Unity. 

Vol. 54 No. 2  Sept. 30, 2009    page 8 

Staff, 
Are you enjoying 
the Staff Surveys?  
53 staff surveys 
have been turned 
in so far.  If you 
still have yours, 
please fill it out 
and put it in 
teacher mailbox 
#61 (not 60).  
Thanks! 

 

Rationalizing recession 
BY HANNAH GIBBONS 
 
   In the last three years Amer-
ica has lost many employees. 
“Job losses fell to their lowest 
level in a year last August, but 
the unemployment rate jumped 
to a 26-year high, painting a 
mixed picture of an economic 
recovery hindered by weakness 
in the labor market.” One rea-
son that people lost jobs is be-
cause sales of expensive items 
fell. “Almost seven million 
people had lost their jobs since 
the start of the recession.” “The government has rolled out a $787 billion package 
of spending and tax cuts to rescue the economy.” 
   Manufacturing jobs fell 63,000 this August, pushing the total number of factory 
jobs lost since the start of the recession to two million. The construction industry 
dropped 65,000 jobs after losing 73,000 in July. 
The service-providing sector purged 80,000 workers in August, while goods-
producing industries shed 136,000 positions. Education and health services added 
52,000 jobs in August after increasing payrolls by 21,000 in July. 
   “Economists from across the political spectrum have endorsed the idea of going 
deeper into debt to combat what many call the most dangerous economic condi-
tions since the Great Depression. The United States is in relatively good financial 
shape compared with other industrial nations, such as Japan, where the public debt 
equaled 182 percent of GDP in 2007, or Germany, where the debt was 65 percent 
of GDP, according to a forthcoming report by Scott Lilly, a senior fellow at the 
Center for American Progress.”  
   Recession and poverty are always connected. The government defines poverty as 
an annual income of $22,025 for a family of four, $17,163 for a family of three and 
$14,051 for a family of two. "We project that with the continuing deterioration in 

the labor market, 
by 2009 a quarter 
of all children in 
this country will 
be living in pov-
erty," 
 
Sources: census.gov/
prod/2009, newsdaily.
com/stories, census.
gov/prod/2009, wash-
ingtonpost, ewsdaily.
com 
 

The global economy and recessions are in the news daily.  Below is some gleaned 
information on this topic. 

Michèle Phoenix’s books are 
available in the main office. 

The Edge of Tidal Pools  € 10.00 
Shards of Shell  € 12.00 
Tangled Ashes  € 14.00 


